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WASHINGTON-Today, Congressman John W. Olver (1st-MA) joined Senator                John F. Kerry and Senator Edward M. Kennedy in announcing that the                National Park Service's "Save America's Treasures" 2000                Federal Grant Program has approved $400,000 to restore the historic                Colonial Theater in Pittsfield.

               Congressman Olver, along with Senators Kennedy and Kerry, worked                with the White House Millennium council, the House and Senate Appropriations                Committees, and the Secretary of the Interior, Bruce Babbit, to                secure funding for the Colonial Theater restoration

               "This funding is a first step toward restoring the Colonial                Theater to its original glory. A great deal of credit is due to                community leaders for bringing about the restoration. I would like                to specifically commend Mayor Doyle for his leadership on this project,"                Olver said.

               The "Save America's Treasures" program was founded in                1998 by the White House Millennium Council and the National Trust                for Historic Preservation in an effort to protect art and artifacts                with national significance. First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton visited                the Colonial Theater in July of 1998 to promote the program and                efforts to restore the nearly century-old theater. This year, out                of 350 applications, only 47 projects received a portion of the                $15 million available in funds.

               "The restoration of the Colonial Theater goes beyond preserving                a national treasure. It will also provide an exciting new venue                for the performing arts, and will help to revitalize downtown Pittsfield,"                Olver said.

               Completed in 1903, the Colonial Theater was one of the finest theaters                of its day, both in terms of aesthetics and acoustics. In 1937,                it was converted to a movie theater, and today it houses an art                supply store. The restoration plan projects that the restoration                will be completed in 2003, the 100th anniversary of the theater's                construction.

               "Residents of Pittsfield have always known that the Colonial                Theater is a treasure and now the rest of the nation will know,"                stated Kerry. "This 'Save America's Treasures' funding will                do just that-saving this great hall for all to enjoy while helping                revitalize downtown Pittsfield. I commend Mayor Doyle and the Colonial                Theater Association for their continued efforts on behalf of the                theater and the city as a whole."

               "The Colonial Theater has been the site of so many memorable                performances over the last century. From Sarah Bernhardt to John                Philip Sousa, all of our nation's artistic great came to the Colonial.                This federal investment of $400,000 to the restoration effort will                help make the dream of a refurbished Colonial a reality. This theater                represents the best of our nation's history and I am proud to have                worked with Congressman Olver, Senator Kerry and the Colonial Theater                Association to ensure that this icon of art will remain for generations                to come," said Kennedy. "This confirms what we have always                known, the Colonial is truly an American treasure," the Senator                added.
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